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PAST TENSES

TEST 1
1.Tom was watering the plants while his brother …………the car.

a)washed





c)is washing
b)was washing





d)had been washing
2.When I …………the house I realized that I …………the window open.

a)left/had forgotten




c)leave/forget
b)had left/forgot




d)was leaving/had forgotten
3.She was happy. She …………an important exam.

a)pass






c)was passing

b)passed





d)had passed

4.As I …………the street I saw a terrible accident.

a)crossed





c)was crossing

b)had crossed





d)cross

5.I wish I …………a famous actress.
a)was






c)were

b)had been





d)am

6.If only we …………a faster car. We could win this rance.

a)have 






c)had

b)are having





d)had had

7.He behaves as if he …………all about this company.

a)knows





c)had known

b)knew






d)know

8.It’s time we …………home.

a)went






c)had gone 

b)gone






d)go

9.My boss was angry. He …………with his son all morning.

a)had been quarrelling




c)quarrelled
b)have been quarrelling




d)was quarrelling
10.John …………dinner by the time his wife arrived home.

a)had already cooked




c)already cooked

b)has already cooked




d)was cooking

11.The house …………to the grund by the time the firemen …………there.

a)burnt/had arrived




c)had burnt/had arrived

b)burnt/were arriving




d)had burnt/arrived

12.A few years ago I …………to smoke as much as I do now.
a)used to





c)didn’t used to

b)am used to





d)didn’t use to

13.We …………for three years before we got married.
a)had dated





c)had been dating

b)dated






d)were dating

14.Yesyerday my partner acted as if he …………all the work himselg.

a)did






c)had done
b)had did





d)was dating
15.Mother felt worried as it …………dark and there …………no sign of the children.

a)got/was





c)had gone/wasn’t

b)got/wasn’t





d)was getting/was

16.When I was younger I never …………to the theatre.

a)go






c)did go

b)went






d)didn’t go

17.When he …………we were having lunch.

a)arrived





c)arrives

b)was arriving





d)had arrived

18.The child had a toothache because he …………sweets all day.

a)had eaten





c)has been eating
b)had been eating




d)was eating
19.No sooner …………lunch …………his friend…………him.
a)did he finish/then/called



c)had he finished/when/called

b)he had finished/than/called



d)had he finished/than/called

20. She …………the windows when she fell off the ladder.

a)cleaned





c)had cleaned
b)was cleaning





d)is cleaning
21.I have such a bad stomachache after so much food. If only I …………so much!

a)hadn’t eaten





c)haven’t eaten

b)didn’t eat





d)ate

22.Before he went to bed Kim …………the dog. 

a)walk






c)had walked

b)walked





d)was walking

23.I …………breakfast by the time the others woke up.

a)had ate





c)had already eaten
b)had eat





d)was eating
24.It …………all day and the roads were really wet.
a)rained





c)had rained

b)was raining





d)had been raining

25.I …………something silly yesterday.

a)did






c)had done
b)done






d)do
26.After she had got on the taxi she …………the driver.
a)pay






c)paid

b)payd






d)had paid

27.What …………when I called you at seven yesterday evening? 
a)did you do





c)you were doing
b)were you doing




d)had you done
28.They …………married last week.

a)get 






c)were getting

b)got






d)had gone

29.He …………on the train at this time yesterday.

a)sat






c)were sitting 

b)was sitting





d)sit

30.He …………that I was right.

a)think 






c)was thinking

b)had thought





d)thought

TEST 2
1.I wish it ……….Saturdat today.
a)be






c)had been

b)were






d)has been




2.Of course Ton wishes he ………with us to Paris, but he has to stay here.
a)comes





c)had come

b)come






d)came

3.I was really lazy in my childhood. I wish I ………more sport.

a)did






c)had done

b)done






d)do

4.How I wish we …………..this car. It’s too noisy.
a)buy






c)had bought

b)didn’t buy





d)hadn’t bought

5.I did my homework while I …………television.
a)watched





c)am watching

b)watching





d)was watching

6.The bus …………before I reached the bus stop.

a)arrived





c)was arriving

b)had arrived





d)had been arriving

7.She …………to London yesterday.

a)went






c)had gone

b)go






d)has gone

8.He was late. When he …………at the airport, the plane ………… . 

a)arrived/had already left



c)had arrived/left
b)had arrived/had left




d)has arrived/left
9.After he …………painting, he …………a shower.

a)finished/had had




c)finished/had
b)had ginished/had




d)was finishing/had
10.Which books …………to school yesterday?

a)took you





c)you took 

b)did you took





d)did you take

11.Harry …………and we …………him the news.

a)woke up/told





c)was waking up/told

b)wake up/told





d)woke up/tell

12.I saw a terrible accident while I …………on the beach.

a)was walking





c)walked
b)were walking





d)had walked
13.It’s high time you …………smoking.

a)give up





c)had given up

b)gave up





d)to give up

14.Twently years ago, people …………more.

a)use to read





c)didn’t used to read
b)used to read





d)didn’t use to read
15.Did you see Tom Cruise’s last movie last week? No, I ………… .

a)did






c)haven’t

b)don’t






d)didn’t
16.Tom …………dinner by the time you arrived.

a)cooked





c)had cooked

b)was cooking





d)cook

17.We …………for three hours when mother came and interrupted us.

a)talked





c)had talked

b)had been talking




d)used to talk

18.I …………my wallet yesterday.

a)lost






c)losed

b)loosen





d)lose

19.Some students …………talking after the teacher began the class.

a)keep






c)keeped
b)kept






d)keept
20.You didn’t tell her about the party …………?

a)did you





c)you did

b)didn’t you





d)did not you
21.She took no advice from you …………?

a)did she





c)took she not
b)didn’t she 





d)isn’t it
22.I wish I …………that movie. I was depressed for days.

a)hadn’t see





c)saw

b)had seen





d)handn’t seen

23.The secretary …………the last page of the report when her boss asked her to add several new pages.

a)typed






c)was typed

b)was typing





d)types

24.Mr Norton …………an old coin while he was working in his garden.
a)find






c)had found

b)found






d)was finding

25.While he  …………to work, Mr. Miller had an accident.

a)drove






c)was driving

b)had driven





d)drives

26.My boss always acts as if we …………all his slaves.
a)was






c)were

b)be






d)had been

27.I …………for more than eight hours last night when you called.

a)slept






c)had slept

b)was sleeping





d)had been sleeping

28.In the nineteenth century, people were used to …………horses.

a)ride






c)rode

b)riding






d)were riding

29.When I was a child I …………go swimming in the lake

a)used






c)am used to

b)was used to





d)used to

30.I’d rather Helen …………a little later today.

a)leaves





c)had left
b)left






d)is leaving
TEST 3

1.I lit the fire at 6.00 and it …………..brightly when Tom came in at 7.00.

a)burned





c)were burning

b)was burning





d)burnt

2.I ………….a cake when the light went our. I had to finish it in the dark.

a)was making





c)am making

b)made






d)making

3.I ………….to meet Paul so when he entered the room I ………….up and I ………….him.

a)wanted/stood/greated



c)wanted/stood/was greeting

b)wanted/stand/greet




d)wanted/standed/greated

4.He ………….TV ehrn the phone ring.

a)was watching





c)watching

b)watched





d)is watching

5.When I ………….she ………….lunch. She ………….for starting without me but said that she always ………….lunch at 12.30.

a)arrived/had/apologized/had



c)arrived/had/apologized/was having

b)arrived/was having/apologized/had


d)arrived/was having/apologized/was having

6.He siddently ………….that he ………….in the wrong direction.

a)realized/travelled




c)was realizing/travelled

b)realized/were travelling



d)realized/was travelling

7.He ………….the guitar outside his house when someone opened the window and ………….out a bucket of water.

a)plaied/threw





c)was playing/threw

b)played/was throwing




d)was playing/was throwing

8.The burglar ………….to open the safe when he ………….footsteps. He immediately ………….out his torch and ………….under the bed.

a)was trying/heard/put/hid



c)was trying/ heard/was putting/hid

b)was trying/heard/putted/hid



d)tried/heard/put hid

9.You looked very busy when I ………….you last night. What………….?

a)see/were you doing




c)saw/you were doing

b)saw/was you doing




d)saw/were you doing
10.The boys ………….cards when they ………….their father’s step. They immediately ………….the cards.

a)were playing/heard/hided



c)were playing.heard.were hiding

b)were playing/heard/hid



d)were playing/were hearing/hid

11.He ………….his gun when it accidentally ………….off and ………….him.

a)cleaned/was going/killed



c)was cleaning/went/killed

b)was cleaning/went/was killing



d)was cleaning/gone/killed

12.He ………….us to go out in the boat yesterday as a strong wind …………. .

a)didn’t allow/was blowing



c)not allow/was blowing

b)didn’t allowed/was blowing



d)didn’t akkie/blew

13.As I ………….the road I ………….on the ice and …………. .

a)crossed/slipped/fell




c)was crossing/slipped/fell

b)were crossing/slipped/fell



d)was crossing/slipped/fell

14.As he ………….into the bus it ………….suddenly and he ………….backwards on to the road.

a)got/was starting/fell




c)was getting/was starting/fell

b)got/started/fell




d)was getting/started/fell

15.When I ………….his knock I ………….to door and ………….it, but, I ………….him at first because I ………….my glasses.

a)Heard/went/opened/didn’t recognize/wasn’t wearing

b)heard/went/opened/didn’t recognize/didn’t wear

c)heard/was going/opened/didn’t recognize/wasn’t wearing

d)heard/went/opened/didn’t recognized/wasn’t wearing

16.When I came in they ………….round the fire. Mr Pitt ………….a crossword puzzle and Mrs Pitt …………. .

a)were sitting/were doing/was knitting


c)
b)was sitting/were doing/was knitting


d)

17.While the guests ………. in the garden the thieves ……… into the house and …… a lot of fur coats.

a)were dancing/broke/stole



c)were dancing/were breaking/stole

b)were dancing/broke/stealed



d)were dancing/broke/were stealing

18.I …………… this ring as I …………… in the garden. It looks very old. I wonder who it …………. to?

a)was finding/was digging/belog


c)was finding/dug/belonged

b)found/was digging/belonged



d)was finding/dug/belong

19.When I last ……….. her she ……….... along the road to the station. I ………………. her where she ………. and she ……., “London”.

a)saw/was hurrying/asked/went/said


c)saw/was hurrying/asked/was going/said

b)saw/was hurrying/asked/went/was saying

d)saw/hurried/asked/went/said

20.While he ………. the flowers it ………… to rain.

a)watered/was beginning



c)was watering/was beginning

b)watered/began




d)was watering/began

21.He ………….. up his umbrella and ……………….. on watering.

a)put/went





c)put/gone

b)was putting/went




d)put/was going

22.When I …………….. at the station Mary ………… for me. She …………… a blue dress and looked very pretty.

a)arrived/was waiting/was wearing


c)was arriving/was waiting/ was wearing

b)arrived/was waiting/wore



d)arrived/waited/was wearing

23.As soon as she …….….. me she ………. and ………….. something, but I couldn’t hear what she …………. because everybody ……. such a noise.

a)saw/was waving/shouted/was saying/was making
c)saw/waved/shoulted/was saying/made

b)saw/waved/shouted/was sayinh/was making

d)saw/waved/shouted/was saying/was making

24.The prisoner …………….by climbing the wall of the garden where he ……….. he ……… blue overalls and black shoes.

a)escaped/was working/wore



c)escaped/worked/wore

b)escaped/was working/was wearing


d)escaped/were working/was wearing

25.When I …………….him he ……..a portrait of his wife.

a)met/was painting




c)met/painted

b)was meet/was painting



d)meet/was painting

26. When we ………..here a policeman ……….us. He …………. that he …………… for some stolen property and asked if he could search the car.

a)were coming/stopped/said/was looking

c)were coming/was stopping/said/was looking

b)came/stopped/said/was looking


d)was coming/stopped/said/was looking

27.The airplane in which the football team ……………. Crashed soon after taking off.

a)travels





c)travelled

b)was travelling





d)were traveling

28.He usually ……………………..sandals but when I last sae him he ………………….boots.

a)was wearing/wore




c)was wearing/was wearing

b)wore/wore





d)wore/was wearing

29.The car had nobody in it but the engine ……………………….. .

a)run






c)ran

b)was running





d)runned

30.The next day, as they …………that he police …………for them, they …………the coats in a wood and …………off in different directions.

a)knew/was looking/hid/gone



c)knew/was looking/hide/was going

b)knew/was looking/hid/went



d)knew/was looking/was hiding/gone


